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MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN 1 S RE  PCRT  »<w»****mw**n***wm* 

MEMBERSHIP  LIST  : A new  membership  list  effective  May  1, 

1971  was  mailed  Saturday,  May  8th  (Third  Class  Mail  to 
all  members  in  the  U.S  and  First  Class  Seamail  to  all 
members  outside  the  U.S.).  Please  check  this  list  for 
the  current  address  of  all  members. 

APRIL  APPLICATIONS  FCR  MEMBERSHIP:  Membership  Applications 

#605-631  published  in  the  April  Bulletin  have  been  admitted 
to  membership. 

MAY  APPLICATIONS  FCR  MEMBERSHIP:  The  following  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are 
received  by  June  1,  1971,  their  membership  will  become 
effective  that  date.  (MT  - Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

632- MT  Dr.  Richard  Zeschke,  377  Edgewater  Dr.,  Tanawanda, 

N.  Y.  14150  — (Ancients) 

633- MT  Jerry  Lorentz,  108  - 2nd  Ave.  So.,  So.  St.  Paul, 

Minn.  55075  — (Oriental,  Tibet,  India) 

634- MT  Ville  Vuorenmaa,  Sammonkatu  70  B,  33540  Tampere  54, 

Finland  — (Scandinavia  & Baltics) 

635- MT  Philip  E.  Flanagan,  Box  61,  Sta.  A.  Canton,  Ohio 

44706  — (English  Hammered  Coinage) 

636- MT  Val  de  Carlo,  90  Park  St.,  Patchogue,  N.  Y.  11772 

(India,  Canada,  England) 

637- MT  John  J.  Dooley,  39  Duffus  Avenue,  Totowa  Boro, 

N.  J.  07512  — (British  Commonwealth) 

638- MT  Albert  S.  Green  — (World  Types) 

639- MT  Vincent  Mucci,  Jr.,  70  Locust  Ave.,  New  Rochelle, 

N.  Y.  10801  — (BU  & Proof  Crowns  & Minors) 

640- MT  Walter  E.  Matthews,  1250  Johnson  St.,  Redwood, 

Cal.  94061  — (Dealer  in  World  Coins) 

RE INSTATE  AC  NT  : The  following  member  has  complied  with 

the  By-Laws  and  is  hereby  reinstated  to  full  membership: 

511  SK2  John  W.  Stafford  B833683,  S-2  Division, 

USS  WHITE  PLAINS  (AFS-4),  FPO  San  Francisco  96601 
(British  Empire  & Commonwealth) 


.ani. 
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1ST  NI  MAIL  BID  SALE 


The  catalog  of  the  1st  NI  Mail  Bid  Sale  was  mailed  Saturday 
May  8th  (Third  Class  Mail  to  all  members  in  the  U.S . and 
First  Class  Seamail  to  all  members  outside  the  U.S.).  The 
Sale  includes  225  lots,  many  of  which  are  choice  "tough” 
items".  Bidding  will  remain  open  until  July  1,  1971. 

All  NI  members  are  urged  to  participate  in  this  sale  and 
support  the  effort.  REMEMBER,  all  profits  (if  any)  from 
the  sale  will  go  into  the  club  operating  fund.  The  more 
revenue  the  club  can  garner  from  efforts  of  this  nature 
will  insure  additional  benefits  to  the  membership  in  the 
future.  SUPPORT  NI  — SEND  IN  YOUR  BIDS  NOW..  ONLY  NI 
MEMBERS  CAN  PARTICIPATE  IN  THIS  MAIL  BID  SALE.  THIS  IS 
YOUR  SALE  — IF  IT  IS  A SUCCESS  WE  WILL  HAVE  THEM  ON  A 
REGULAR  SCHEDULED  BASIS. 

^^^^*^***** 

LIBRARY  LIST 


Along  with  the  above  Mail  Bid  Mailing  and  the  Membership 
List,  a new  updated  NI  Library  List  was  also  included. 
This  List  covers  all  items  in  the  NI  Library  currently. 
Additions  to  the  Library  will  be  listed  periodically  in 
the  NI  Bulletin  up  until  the  time  it  is  necessary  to  re- 
print the  list.  See  the  Library  List  for  instructions 
as  to  ordering  books,  slide  sets,  periodicals,  etc.  on 
a 30-day  loan  basis. 


BACK  ISSUES  OF  BULLETIN 

Need  copies  of  any  back  issues  of  the  NI  Bulletin?  See 
the  January  1970  Bulletin  for  a list  of  those  available 
and  the  prices. 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION  BLANKS 

Have  a friend  you  want  to  sign  up  in  NI?  Write  Membership 
Chairman  Jack  E.  Lewis  for  application  blanks.  RENCMBER: 
the  Membership  Drive  will  continue  until  we  sign  up  500 
active  members.  You  get  a year's  FREE  DUES  for  each  10 
members  you  can  sign  up  in  NI. 

CORRECTIONS  TN  VF.MRFRSHIP  APPLICANT  LISTINGS  FOR  AFRIL  1971 
The  addresses  of  the  following  members  who  applied  last 
month  should  have  read  as  follows: 

625-MT  Francis  J.  Rath,  P.  0..  Box  84,  Youngstown,  N.Y. 
14174  — (Dealer  - Ancient  & Medieval) 

Frederick  T.  Hobart,  112  Linda  St.,  Abington, 

M^^.  02351  — (World  Types) 


630 -MT 


VARIATIONS  OF  BARQDA  GOFFERS 
by  RICHARD  K.  BRIGHT 


It  should  not,  perhaps,  he  too  surprising  that  a ser- 
ies of  three  consecutive  leoman  numbers  could  cover  several 
numismatic  problems  and  this  has  proven  to  he  the  case  for 
Baroda  Y-l  through  1-3. 

The  first  thing  that  I noticed  was  that  slightly 
worn  examples  of  Y-2  and  Y-3  were  not  all  of  the  same  thick- 
ness and  therefore,  since  they  were  all  of  the  same  diamet— 
erj  unlike  the  silver  coins  issued  (luring  the  same  period, 
there  must  he  a rather  wide  variation  in  the  weights  of  the 
coins.  The  difference  in  thickness  becomes  less  noticeable 
in  heavily  worn  pieces  as  the  edge  tends  to  become  rounded. 
The  early  dates  of  Y-2,  up  to  about  B.  1947,  are  2.0mm  thick 
while  the  later  dates  thickness  measures  only  1.5mm.  The 
difference  is  even  more  striking  in  Y-3  where  S.  1947  and 
earlier  strikes  are  3.0mm  thick  and  2.0mm  is  the  thickness 
of  the  later  dated  pieces.  Accordingly,  the  weights  of  Y-2, 
as  seen  in  the  accompanying  table  range  froTn  9.3gm  down  to 
5.8gm  w'hile  Y-3  weights  range  from  17.2gm  down  to  12.0gm. 

Y-l  also  shows  a weight  range  from  3.0gm  down  to  2.1gm  hut 
thickness  differences  on  these  normally  thin  coins  is  diffi- 
cult to  detect. 


The  Indian  Museum  Catalogue,  vol*.  IV  describes  three 
die  varieties  of  Y-2  and  two  of  Y-3.  Also,  there  is  w'hat 
appears  to  be  a previously  unlisted  variety  of  Y-l  which  is 
like  the  normal  type  with  the  exception  of  the  obverse  leg- 
end. These  can  he  described  as  follows: 

Y-l  l/3  Paisa 


Type  I 
Type  II 


Obverse  legend  reads 

V>  Jf)  O o 71  o o 7fl 


Obverse  legend  reads 


••••■•  ft  • V ° ^1 

•»  ^ it  ^ 


Y-2  and  Y-3 


1 and  2 Faisa 


Type  I Reverse  has  a border  of  flowers  and  leaves. 

Date  below  two  lines  of  Nagari  characters. 

Type  II  Reverse  has  a border  of  12  leaves  on  a wavy 
stem.  Date  as  on  Type  I. 

Type  III  Reverse  border  as  on  Type  II.  Date  between 
two  line  of  Nagari  characters. 


The  results  of  the  coins  that  I've  checked  plus 
those  listed  in  I.M.C.,  vol.  IV  can  be  tabulated  as  follows: 


Y— 1 l/3  Faisa 

S.  1944  - Type  I 
Type  II 

S.  1945  - Type  II 

S.  1949  - Type  II 

S.  1950  - Type  II 


1 piece  of  2.8gm 
1 piece  of  2.7gm 


3 pieces  of  2.6-3.0gm, 

4 pieces  of  2.1-2.8gm, 
8 pieces  of  2.1-2.8gm, 


average  2.8gm 

ave.  2.4gm 

ave.  2.3gm 
,ano 


S.  1940 

- 

Type 

I 

1 

piece  of  R.Ogm 

S.  1941 

- 

Type 

II 

3 

pieces  of  8.0-8. 

2gm,  ave.  8. lgm 

S.  1942 

- 

Type 

II 

1 

piece  of  8.2gm 

S.  1948 

- 

Type 

II 

3 

pieces  of  8.0-8. 

4gm,  ave.  8. lgm 

S.  1947 

- 

Type 

II 

3 

pieces  of  7.8-9. 

3gm,  ave.  8.4gm 

Type 

III 

1 

piece  of  7.7gm 

S.  1948 

- 

Type 

11 

12  pieces  of  5.9-7 

.2gm,  ave.  6.4gm 

S.  1949 

- 

Type 

II 

44  pieces  of  6.0-7 

.Ogm,  ave.  6.3gm 

Type 

III 

1 

piece  of  8.1gm 

S.  1950 

- 

Type 

II 

7 

pieces  of  5.8-7. 

lgm,  ave.  6.4gm 

Y-3  2 

Paisa 

S.  1940 

- 

Type 

1 

1 

piece  of  15 . lgm . 

3.  1941 

- 

Type 

I 

1 

piece  of  15.9gm 

S.  1944 

- 

Type 

11 

1 

piece  of  15.7gm 

S.  1945 

- 

Type 

II 

1 

piece  of  lG.Ogm 

S.  1947 

- 

Type 

II 

2 

pieces  of  16.3-17.2gm,  ave.  16.8gm 

S.  1948 

- 

Type 

II 

3 

Pieces  of  12.7-13.0gm,  ave.  I2.8gm 

S.  1949 

- 

Type 

I 

1 

piece  of  13.8gm 

Type 

11 

5 

pieces  of  12.0-13.2gm,  ave.  12.9gm 

********************************* ® 

TWO  It  AT  LAM  PAISA 
by  Richard  K.  bright 

Two  copper  paisa  of  the  Indian  State  of  Ratlam  issued  by  Ran- 
j i t Singh  but  unlisted  in  Yeoman  were  recently  given  the  num- 
bers T-l  and  T-2  in  the  Third  Edition  of  Jerome  Remick's 
"British  Commonwealth  Coins".  They  are,  however,  unillus- 
trated  which,  for  T-l  especially,  makes  identification  diffi- 
cult. This  crude  coin  lias  the  state's  name  in  hagari  charac- 
ters written  above  a plain  Rajput  dagger  or  katar  on  one  side 
and  on  the  other  the  Sa.mvat  date  1928  (1871AJ))  above  a six 
petaled  rosette  between  two  pellets.  T— 2 is  somewhat  less 
crude  and  has  the  date  1885  in  western  numerals  surrounded  by 
the  state's  name  in  English  and  Nagari.  The  reverse,  from 
what  shows  on  my  coin,  appears  to  bear  an  ornate  representa- 
tion of  t!  e katar. 


T-2 


(Illustrations  slightly  reduced  from 
actual  size.) 
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(Egjjrara  iUowta 

by  Joel  Anderson 

Of  all  the  primitive  "monies",  few  have  been  used  as  widely, 
or  as  long  as  the  Cypraea  moneta.  The  Cypraea  moneta  (also 
known  as  the  Money  Cowrie)  was  prized  by  ancient  man.  It 
was  used  widely  in  ancient  China,  and  is  still  used  today 
in  parts  of  Africa,  and  South  East  Asia. 

The  Cypraea  moneta  usually  are  3/4  to  1-1/4  inches  long, 

1/2  to  3/4  inches  wide  and  1/4  to  1/2  inch  thick.  The 
shells  are  rounded  at  the  top,  and  flat  at  the  bottom, 
where  the  mouth  is  located.  The  bottom  is  white,  while 
the  top  is  a deep  straw  color.  It  is  usually  found  in 
the  Indian  and  Pacific  Oceans. 

Many  primitive  societies  highly  prized  the  Cowrie  as  an 
amulet.  It  was  thought  to  ward  off  the  evil  eye,  and 
prevent  sterility,  as  the  underside  resembled  the  external 
of  the  female  genitalia.  It  is  still  worn  today  for  the 
same  purpose  in  parts  of  New  Guinea. 

The  Cypraea  moneta  has  been  used  since  the  12th  century 
B.C.  in  China.  The  shells  were  collected  off  the  waters 
of  Southern  China,  then  shipped  to  Northern  China  for  use. 
Tortoise  shells  were  also  used  as  currency  during  this 
period.  The  top  of  the  Cowrie  was  sometimes  removed,  so 
the  shells  could  stack.  Shells  were  also  given  a wood 
backing,  with  slits.  The  slits  are  believed  to  designate 
the  value  of  the  shell.  By  the  10th  century  B.C.  the 
demand  for  the  shells  had  exceeded  the  supply,  and  "manu- 
factured" Cowries  came  into  being.  These  were  made  from 
other  shells,  bone,  wood,  mother  of  pearl  and  various 
stones  such  as  jade,  marble  and  quartz.  People  soon 
found  out  that  they  could  make  their  own  manufactured 
cowries,  and  soon  the  country  was  flooded  with  fake 
cowries  ! 

Soon  afterwards,  copper  cowries  appeared  on  the  scene. 

The  new  copper  ones  were  very  difficult  to  carve,  and  much 
of  the  counterfeiting  stopped.  The  manufactured  cowries 
circulated  along  with  the  regular  ones  until  179  B.C.  when 
Emperor  Wen  Ti  came  into  power  in  China.  Since  that  time 
they  have  been  used  off  and  on  throughout  East  Asia.  They 
are  still  used  today  in  a few  areas  of  South  East  Asia. 

The  Cypraea  moneta  was  also  used  in  West  Africa,  and  still 
is  in  a few  isolated  areas.  As  the  Cypraea  moneta  did  not 
live  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa,  they  all  had  to  be  im- 
ported from  East  Africa.  In  the  1600’s,  before  large  scale 
European  intervention,  one  could  buy  a woman  for  only  2 
cowries  in  Ugandi.  Soon  the  Europeans  caught  onto  the 
idea  that  they  could  make  money  importing  them  into  West 
Africa.  In  1848  60  tons  of  the  shells  were  imported  and  a 
year  later,  almost  240  tons  were  imported.  With  this  many 
shells  being  imported  it  is  no  wonder  why  they  lost  value. 
By  the  19th  century  a slave  went  for  20-50  thousand  shells, 
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though  the  shells  were  used  mostly  for  smaller  purchases. 

In  1851  a single  shell  was  valued  for  4 shillings  9-1/2 
pence,  but  from  1895  through  1911,  they  were  worth  only 
6 pence.  The  shells  were  usually  hold  and  strung  40  to 
a string. 

The  Cypraea  moneta  is  one  of  the  few  universal  non-metallic 
currencies  in  existence.  It  was  used  thousands  of  years 
ago,  and  is  still  used  today. 

(Ed.  Note:  Our  congratulations  to  Joel  Anderson,  one  of 

NI's  few  Junior  Members  for  submitting  this  very  interest- 
ing article.) 


^ >1^  s|^  v|/  \L*  si/  ^ ^ ^ si/  si/  si/  *J/  si/  si/  si/  «J/  si/  si>  sL»  s 1/ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ <p  /p  /p  /p  /p  ^ ^p  /p  /p  /p  ^ ^ <p  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

IDENTIFICATION,  Please? 


Submitted  by  Jack  Bredfeldt 

My  coin  collecting  days  started  back  in  1941  during  my 
high  school  days  when  I received  a three  cent  piece  in- 
stead of  a dime.  When  I was  in  the  army  in  the  Pacific  I 
started  to  collect  foreign  coins.  In  Manila  I was  able  to 
pick  up  quite  a few  coins  in  trade  for  some  cartons  of 
cigarettes.  Among  these  coins  were  a number  of  old  Span- 
ish coins.  After  the  war  I went  to  college,  seminary  and 
then  to  France  for  language  study  and  at  last  ended  up  in 
French  Equatorial  Africa  as  a missionary.  During  this 
time  I continued  to  collect  coins  but  not  in  a very 
systematic  way.  In  1965  I returned  to  the  States.  At 
this  time  I purchased  a copy  of  R.  S.  Yeoman's  catalog 
and  tried  to  identify  the  coins  that  I had.  There  was 
one  Spanish  coin  I couldn't  identify  for  sure  but  didn't 

think  much  of  it.  I put  my  coins  in  the  bank  and  there 

they  sat.  I continued  to  collect  African  coins  as  this 
was  my  main  interest.  A few  weeks  ago  I took  a better 

look  at  my  Spanish  coins  and  find  that  I have  not  one  but 

two  that  are  not  listed  in  Yeoman's.  Maybe  someone  knows 
more  about  these  coins. 

One  coin  is  like  Philippines  Y3-5,  slightly  larger  than  a 
quarter  and  dated  1866.  It's  value  is  40  CEIJTS  DE  ESC0. 
This  value  is  written  under  the  Coat  of  Arms  instead  of 
at  the  side  as  illustrated  in  the  book. 

The  other  coin  is  like  Spain  Y40-42,  the  size  of  a silver 
dollar  and  dated  1868.  It's  value  is  50  Cs  DE  PESO. 

Neither  of  these  values  are  listed  in  Yeoman's  under  this 
type  of  coin. 

I would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any  MI  members  concerning 
identification  of  these  two  pieces. 

(Rev.  Jack  Bredfeldt,  R.  #2,  Dexter,  Minnesota  55926) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


" MODERN  COPIER  COINS  OF  THE  MUHA1WIADAN  STATES".  W.  H. 
Valentine.  (London,  1911).  Reprinted,  London,  Spink  and 
Son,  Ltd.  and  Organization  of  International  Numismatics, 
1969.  203pp.,  illus.  maps. 

This  volume’s  primary  purpose  was  to  illustrate  the  copper 
coins  of  modern  Islam.  Copper  coins  were  largely  ignored 
by  the  major  catalogs;  where  they  were  mentioned,  they  were 
seldom  illustrated.  Here  you  will  find  illustrated  in 
careful  line-drawings  the  coins  of  Ganjah,  Qarabagh,  Sha- 
makhi,  Sheki,  of  Persian  mints,  of  the  rebel  Ya’qub  Deg  in 
Sinkiang  and  of  'Abd  al-Qadir  in  Algeria,  who  opposed  the 
French. 

The  text  of  this  work  is  photographed  from  the  handwriting 
of  the  author,  and  though  it  is  neat,  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  read.  Nevertheless,  this  volume  will  be  welcomed 
by  all  collectors. 

Review  by  Patrick  D„  Hogan 

V V w 

AAA 

"DIE  JULES  FGNROBERT  ’SC HE  SAMMLUNG  ObERSEEISCHER  M&NZEN 
UND  MEDAILLEN" . Edited  by  Adolph  Weyl,  (Berlin,  1878). 
Reprinted,  Sepulveda,  Calif.,  Organization  of  International 
Numismatists,  1970.  pp. 561-1164,  illus. 

This  is  the  second  volume  in  a three-volume  set  of  coins 
from  the  cabinet  of  Jules  Fonrobert.  The  first  volume 
dealt  with  the  coins  of  North  America;  the  third  volume 
contained  the  coins  of  Asia,  Africa  and  Oceania.  The 
second  volume  lists  the  coins  of  South  America,  Mexico  and 
Central  America.  Collectors  of  Latin  American  coins  will 
find  this  reprint  a welcome  addition  to  their  library. 

Fonrobert.  can  be  considered  a pioneer  in  the  collection 
of  non-European  and  non-Ancient  Classical  coins,  medals 
and  tokens.  This  volume  contains  all  of  the  coins  of  the 
Spanish  American  states,  proclamation  medals,  post-Spanish, 
i.e.,  independent  era,  coins  medals  and  tokens,  Brazilian 
numismatic  items  and  a considerable  body  of  cut-and-count- 
erstamped  pieces  from  the  Caribbean  islands.  About  4,000 
items  are  cataloged.  Illustrations  are  inserted  through- 
out the  text.  Unlike  the  previously  Fonrobert  catalog, 
the  third  volume  on  Asia,  Africa  and  Oceania,  reprinted 
in  1962,  the  Mexico,  Central  America  and  South  America 
volume  does  not  include  the  "prices  realised"  from  the 
sale  of  this  collection  by  the  Adolph  V.'eyl  firm  in  1878. 
However,  as  pointed  out  by  Randolph  Zander  in  a Foreward 
to  this  volume,  these  prices  have  little  relevency  to 
today's  market. 

Review  by  Patrick  D.  Hogan 
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"THE  DATE  OF  THE  ROMAN  DENARIUS  AM)  OTHER  LAM) MARKS  IN 
EARLY  ROMAN  COINAGE".  By  H.  Mattingly  and  E.  S.  G. 
Robinson,  50  pp.,  3 plates,  paper  cover.  Reprinted  by 
Obol  International,  P.  0.  Box  907,  C&k  Park,  111.  60301. 
Price:  $4.00. 

Obol  International  is  happy  to  announce  the  reprinting  of 
a most  important  work  on  Roman  numismatics.  This  may  well 
be  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  works  available  on  find- 
ing the  date  of  the  minting  of  the  first  Roman  denarius 
which  for  centuries  was  used  in  most  if  not  all  of  the 
then  known  world.  The  authors  have  challenged  the  tra- 
ditional date  of  the  minting  of  the  first  Roman  denarius 
and  by  its  shifting  all  other  related  coinage  must  be 
shifted.  A most  fascinating  and  scholarly  work  by  two 
masters  in  the  field. 


"THE  COINAGE  OF  MEDIEVAL  AUSTRIA,  1156-1521,  A BASIC 
OUTLINE",  by  Alfred  Szego,  1970.  viii,  56  pp.,  illus., 

2 pis.  Card  cover.  (Alfred  Szego,  Box  427,  Oakdale, 

N.  Y.  11769,  $8.75) 

In  this  booklet  Mr.  Szego,  the  well-known  dealer  in 
medieval  coins,  has  brought  together  in  a concise  basic 
outline  of  the  medieval  coins  of  Austria  based  for  the 
most  part  on  the  works  of  A.  R.  Luschin.  Dr.  Luschin's 
works  on  Austrian  coins  have  been  long  out-of-print  and 
virtually  unobtainable.  Szego's  outline-digest  endeavors 
to  fill  the  consequent  vacuum. 

This  book  is  presented  in  three  parts.  The  first  two  are 
catalog  listings  of  the  coins  in  chronological  order  in  a 
tabular  form,  with  each  coin  description  spanning  both 
pages  of  the  open  book.  Each  coin  is  illustrated  by  line- 
drawings.  The  first  part  covers  coins  of  1156-1404;  part 
two  covers  the  balance.  Part  three  illustrates  in  two 
plates  "lcok-alike"  coins;  coins  which  because  of  their 
style  and  symbolism  are  often  mistaken  for  Austrian  coins 
though  they  were  issues  of  other  states. 

A price-guide  is  supplied  established  from  sales  records 
of  various  numismatic  firms. 


Review  by  Patrick  D.  Hogan 

ANOTHER  EDWARD  VII  QUARTER-PAISA  OF  BUM)! 

In  the  November  1970  NI  Bulletin  Dick  Bright  reported  the 
existence  of  copper  1/4  paisas  with  the  legends  of  Edward 
VII.  The  collection  of  Harry  Bottenfield  contains  another 
such  piece  in  which  the  two  letters  "WA"  can  be  distinguish 
ed.  It  weighs  5.19  grams,  the  average  weight  for  1/4 
paisas  of  Bundi.  (Reported  by  Patrick  D.  Hogan) 

(illustration  is 
slightly  reduced  from 
actual  size.) 
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COME  NTS  ABOUT  "COINS  ON  APPROVAL" 

by  Arthur  D.  Butterworth  NI  #566 

In  any  endeavor  where  money  or  gain  is  concerned  there  in- 
evitably is  someone  who  wants  to  take  unfair  advantage. 

Let's  take  coins  on  approval.  I've  sent  out  coins  on  ap- 
proval and  had  them  returned  properly  or  received  payment 
for  the  coins.  This  method,  however  well  respected  in 
numismatic  circles,  is  subject  to  abuse. 

I've  received  phone  calls,  from  well  known  names,  request- 
ing coins  on  approval.  In  response  I've  written  to  the 
parties  asking  that  they  make  their  request  by  letter  to 
me.  That's  been  the  last  I've  heard  from  them. 

It  seems  that  some  parties  would  like  to  have  coins  on 
"approval" , but  will  only  make  their  request  over  the 
phone.  They  will  not  commit  themselves  to  a written  re- 
quest. It  seems  to  me  the  explanation  is  simple.  With  a 
written  request,  they  are  legally  beholden.  With  a phone 
call  they  can  accept  the  coin  and  forget  the  matter  leaving 
the  sender  with  no  legal  recourse. 

NI  members  --  "To  be  forewarned  is  to  be  forearmed",  as 
the  old  saying  goes. 

COUNTERMARKS  FOR  LESBOS 

During  the  last  half  of  the  19th  century,  when  Ottoman  rule 
over  the  islands  of  the  Aegean  was  losing  strength,  various 
Greek  islands  and  mainland  cities  counterstamped  current 
coins  for  their  use.  Most  authority  in  these  cities  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Church  Councils,  and  many  numismatists  con- 
sider these  countermarks  merely  coins  stamped  for  Church 
usage,  but  it  is  known  that  the  coins  were  generally  put 
into  circulation  in  the  neighboring  countryside.  One  of  the 
islands  that  counterstruck  Turkish  and  Egyptian  coins  found 
in  circulation  was  the  large  island  of  Lesbos,  where  two 
cities  are  known  to  have  so  counterstruck  coins,  normally 
copper  pieces.  The  more  common  municipality  counterstrikes 
found  are  those  of  Ploumari  while  the  less  common  appear  to 
be  the  Mytilene  pieces.  The  Ploumari  countermarked  coins 
bear  three  separate  stamps,  usually.  The  first  is  in 
Arabic,  stating  Baladir  si  Ploumari  (Municipality  of  Ploumari). 
Ploumari  is  rendered  Pilmar,  Bilmar  or  Plamar.  The  date 
below  this  is  1316/1897-8.  The  second  counterstamp  bears 
the  Greek  letters  Delta  Pi,  which  is  said  to  be  a Church 
counterstamp,  and  consists  of  a Pi  on  one  side  and  a Isambda 
on  the  other  side  of  the  coin,  both  in  script  characters. 

The  most  common  coin  found  with  these  countermarks  are  20- 
para  pieces.  I have  not  seen  the  Mytilene  piece,  but  under- 
stand that  it  bears  a similar  Arabic  counterstamp,  with 
"Midalu"  replacing  Pilmar  and  the  date  1301. 


11 


Patrick  D.  Hogan 


EMBER 


aSTOTICE 


Page 


Jack  Sutton,  1420  San  Pablo,  Apt.  13.  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 
20-033 : Would  like  to  buy  all  Japanese  coins  and  paper 

money  from  the  cheapest  to  the  most  expensive.  I also 
have  many  BU  Japanese  coins  for  trading.  Thank  you. 

Bill  Randel,  P.  0.  Box  173,  Hatboro,  Pa.  19040: 

I have  better  foreign  to  trade  for  UN3  PANAMA,  UNC  GUERNSEY, 
PANAMA  ERRORS  AND  PATTERNS,  and  other  foreign  errors. 

Joseph  J.  Newman,  P.  O.  Box  353,  Royal  Oak,  .Mich.  48068: 
WANTED  TO  TRADE  "KABIS""  "A"  FOR  #7  AREA.  DO  NOT  HAVE  "A" 

TO  TRADE  BUT  HAVE  MANY  OTTERS  TOO. 

Joel  Anderson.  763  La  Para  Ave..  Palo  Alto,  CA  94306: 

I have  a few  extra  cowrie  shells  and  will  offer  them  to  NI 
members  at  5$  each  for  the  smaller  ones,  and  7$  each  for 
the  larger  ones.  Please  add  postage  which  probably  will 
be  more  than  the  shells.  (Ed.  Note:  This  "Notice"  is  not 
considered  a "sale"  ad  which  is  prohibited  on  this  page  as 
Mr.  Anderson  is  offering  a service  to  the  members  with  no 
benefit  to  himself  at  these  prices.) 

Bruce  E.  Donahue.  P.  0.  Box  92.  Accord.  Mass.  02018: 
Interested  in  all  Polish  coins,  medals,  or  military 
decorations  of  any  period.  All  letters  answered. 

Please  write. 

Ray  Sweeny,  Box  505,  Morton  Grove,  111.  60053 : 

WANTED:  Annam  Davenport  115  or  130,  also  other  Annam, 

will  buy  or  trade.  All  letters  will  be  answered. 

Robert  E.  Poulin,  487  Andover  St.,  Lawrence,  Mass.  01843 : 

I would  like  to  obtain  a Saint  Eligius  Medal  (originally 
sold  by  the  Washington  Coin  Exchange).  Will  trade  $8.00 
Yeoman  value  in  assorted  foreign  minors  for  one  in  mint 
condition.  Please  write  first.  All  letters  answered. 

Darwin  E.  Gregory,  P.  0.  Box  8142,  Long  Beach,  Calif.  90808: 
INFORMATION  WANTED:  During  November  and  December  1969  and 

January  1970  the  Denver  Mint  struck  5,  10  and  25  centimos 
coins  for  Costa  Rica.  A letter  of  enquiry  to  the  Office 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  during  March  1970  concerning 
the  date  on  these  coins  elicited  the  response  that  all 
three  coins  were  dated  1969.  I have  not  been  able  to 
locate  these  1969  coins,  nor  have  I seen  any  announcement 
in  any  of  the  numismatic  publications  that  they  were  ever  | 
issued.  Does  anyone  know  what  happened  to  them?  A similar 
situation  exists  for  1 and  10  centavos  coins  struck  at 
Denver  during  October  1969.  The  mint  says  they  are  dated 
1969  yet  they  appear  not  to  have  been  issued.  Anyone  know 
about  them?  The  latter  two  coins  were  struck  for  Salvador. 
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